
Special thanks to the Grand Rapids Community Foundation for hosting and sponsoring this event!
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To foster an environment of growth and belonging, where young professionals of color can connect with each 

other, develop professionally, and contribute to the local community
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Marlene Kowalski-Braun, Grand Valley State University

Joe Jones, E.E Milestone + Associates, Inc.

David Luna, Saint Mary’s Health Care

Rodney Martin, Warner Norcross & Judd, LLP

Eddie Tadlock, SMG/DeVos

Sandra Upton, Ph.D., Cornerstone University

BL²END Business Leaders Linked to Encourage New Directions
P.O. Box 3505 | Grand Rapids, Michigan | 49501

www.grblend.org | info@grblend.org

Presents
A Professional Development event

hosted and sponsored by

Advice, Wisdom and Insight in a Flash -- 
Speed Mentoring for Your Success!

Wednesday, October 12, 2011
5:30 p.m.

Grand Rapids Community Foundation

185 Oakes Street SW
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

Phone: 616.454.1751
Fax: 616.454.6455



Program
5:30 p.m.

Hors d’oevres by Café Aromas
Mix...Mingle...BL²END 

6:00 p.m.

Welcome
Jamie Martinez

Professional Development Chair, BL²END

Gina Bovee
Development Director, Grand Rapids Community Fondation

Ruth Bishop
Education Program Manager, Grand Rapids Community Foundation

Introduction of Event
Jamie Martinez

Professional Development Chair, BL²END

Speed Mentoring Session 
6:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. 

Closing:
Marnique Harris, 

Vice President, BL²END

Dialogue
Advice, Wisdom and Insight in a Flash -- Speed Mentoring for Your Success!

Notes
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Sonali Allen
Mercantile Bank of Michigan

Tom Almonte
City of Grand Rapids

Dr. Damon Arnold
Grand Valley State University

Brenda Brame
Heart of West Michigan United Way

Mary J. Brown
leeAlexander Consulting, LLC

Dr. Steeve Buckridge
Grand Valley State University

Gary Cochrane
Herman Miller, Inc. 

Joy Fossel 
Varnum, LLP

James Hopewell
Herman Miller, Inc.

David Luna
Saint Mary’s Health Care

Dick Ortega
Alternative Mechanical

LeMark Payne
Spectrum Health

Tina Pietrangelo
Padnos Iron & Metal Co.

Faye Richardson-Green
Steelcase, Inc.

Diana Sieger
Grand Rapids Community Foundation


